
 

 
 

JAL Otobutai 2005 – 18th Japan Airlines’ Unique Musical Event to be 
Held at Kyoto’s Ancient Ninnaji Temple    

 
Tokyo, Friday July 15: The JAL Group-sponsored annual musical performance of ‘’Otobutai’’ (Sound Stage) 
performed in the grounds of Japan’s most historic temples and held annually since 1989, will be staged at the 
ancient temple of Ninnaji in Kyoto on September 10, 2005. 
 
JAL’s Otobutai is a unique performance of Japanese and Western music and was conceived as an event where 
‘’East meets West’’. It is staged at a different temple each year, through the cooperation of the Kyoto Buddhist 
Association. JAL has been a major sponsor since its inception. 
 
Among the star performers for the 2005 - and 18TH - performance are the Norwegian popular singer Sissel and 
Rolando Villazon, a young Mexican tenor. 
 
Sissel was born in Bergen, Norway, in 1969. As a young girl she joined a local children’s choir and later developed 
a solo career. She performed in the Eurovision Song Contest in 1986 and as a result was introduced to millions. 
Her records are bestsellers in her native Norway. At the age of 16, she made her first album – Sissel – and her 
albums sales to-date are an unprecedented total of 1.5 million - very impressive since Norway has a population of 
only 4.2 million. Her reputation spread globally after the 1994 Winter Olympics in Lillehammer. 
 
Rolando Villazon, born in Mexico City in 1972 has established himself as an international star. He studied the 
performing arts since the age of 11 and in 1990 he came to the attention of baritone Arturo Nieto, who introduced 
him to the world of opera. He entered the national Conservatory of Music in 1992. He made his international debut 
at the Metropolitan Opera House, New York and has since appeared in leading opera houses all over the world 
including London’s Royal Opera House at Covent Garden where he drew rave reviews for his appearance in the 
‘’Tales of Hoffman’’. Villazon will make his Salzburg Festival debut this summer in a major new production of La 
Traviata. 
   
Ninnaji temple was founded in 888 and once served as a residence for the ex-emperor. Today it is the headquarters 
of the Omuro School of the Shingon sect of Buddhism. Over the centuries it has suffered repeated destruction in 
civil wars and fires but today its numerous gardens and buildings present a picture of beauty and tranquility. It 
belongs to Kyoto’s UNESCO World Heritage sites. 
 
The 2005 JAL Otobutai will feature two evening performances. In Japan, JAL Group domestic tour subsidiary JAL 
Tours is marketing a two-night three-day package tour that includes attendance at this special event.  
 
Other JAL offices around the world are planning special Japan tours featuring this unique musical performance. 

 
JAL OTOBUTAI PERFORMANCE 2005 

 
Date September 10, 2005 
Performances 2  (First 17:30-19:00 Second: 20:00-21:30) 
Location Kyoto, Ukyo-ku, Omuro Ouchi 33 
Organizers Kyoto Buddhist Association, Ninnaji Temple, Mainichi Broadcasting System 
Sponsor Japan Airlines 
Leading performers Sissel 

Rolando Villazon 
Ticket availability Tickets are not on sale to the general public but free tickets will available by a 

lottery in Japan.  
(Check website at: http://www.mbs.co.jp/oto/) 
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