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hank you for flying with Japan Airlines.
This year marks the 50th anniversary
of the Apollo program, a historic hu-
man spaceflight program which ended
in 1972. Three years earlier on July 20,
1969, man first touched down on the moon’s surface,
achieving what is considered to be, even now, a mo-
mentous feat for humankind. I was in second grade of
elementary school at the time and I was struck by
how amazing the astronauts and landing module on
the moon looked on TV. From then on, I wouldn’t
stop talking about the Apollo moon landing with my
family and friends. When however, I learned that the
Apollo program was going to end, I remember feeling
deflated and disappointed. Since then, no human has
set foot on the moon, but after half a century, there
has been a growing movement around the world to
return to the lunar surface. As well as the Artemis
program in the United States, many countries around
the world, including Japan, are pushing hard with
their missions to land on the moon. The difference
however from 50 years ago is that, rather than simply
trying to reach and learn about the moon, now we
have more specific and realistic objectives, such as
developing the moon’s resources and energy, and
building a base for further space exploration.

This November will finally see the space startup,
ispace launch its Mission 1 (M1) lunar lander to the
Moon (as of October 7, 2022). This will be the first
private, commercial mission to be launched by Japa-
nese company. The lunar lander will be launched on
a Falcon 9 rocket by SpaceX, a privately-owned
American spacecraft company, when, after a three to
five month voyage, it is scheduled to land on the
moon’s surface. During Mission 2, currently planned
for 2024, ispace will send its own lunar surface ex-
ploration rover, marking the start of more frequent
lunar landings and rover expeditions. The lunar land-
er test model was assembled in JAL’s engine mainte-
nance facility in Narita where our technicians helped
to build and test it. When this lunar lander is
launched into space, it will take off with JAL’s iconic
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crane logo attached.

Learning more about the universe and taking on
new challenges like this will surely help us to protect
our one and only earth. Indeed, this dream journey
to the moon, with the beautiful appearance of the
Apollo spacecraft and astronauts on the moon’s sur-
face, which I saw for myself when I was a child, may
come around again sooner than I imagined. JAL may
well have to start offering special moon round trip
tickets and tourist packages too, so you can experi-
ence something similar. I look forward to welcoming
you on board with us again soon.
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