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Pre81dent’sf Welcome —

hank you for flying with Japan Airlines.

The end of the year is nearly upon us.

2022 has been a year still blighted by

the pandemic but as we approach the

coming of a new year, I have hope that
we will be able to resume normal life once again.

Meanwhile, in Ukraine we have seen dramatic
events unfold this year. For those who have lost their
lives, I pray that they may be able to rest in peace. And
to those who have lost loved ones, or who continue to
face difficulties amid such harrowing times, I can only
pray that smiles will soon return to their faces.

The European routes that we currently operate
have also been greatly affected by the situation in
Ukraine. As soon as events unfolded, we rerouted all
flights around Russian airspace. Indeed, it was our
very first time to fly over the Arctic Circle via Anchor-
age in Alaska, on a direct route without refueling no
less. We did however, carry out test flights in careful
consideration of safety, fuel and equipment require-
ments. In such a way, new routes were created in a
short space of time meaning we were able to continue
flying our European routes. But flights to Europe now
take much longer, for instance, flying from Japan to
Paris used to take about 12 hours whereas now it
takes 15. I can only apologize for the inconvenience
this has caused many of our passengers.

This year I had an opportunity to travel to London
on this new route. From the airplane window I could
see wonderful views of the Arctic Circle, but when
looking down at the ice covering Greenland, I
couldn’t help but notice that here and there were
lakes of melted ice. There are also reports that huge
swathes of ice in the Arctic are melting owing to the
effects of global warming. Experts say that if this
continues, sea levels will rise significantly, releasing
carbon dioxide trapped in permafrost into the atmo-
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sphere, heating up the Earth even more.

I truly hope that the new year will usher in an end
to all conflict around the world and that humankind
can come together to use its collective wisdom in
pursuit of protecting our one and only Earth. I’d like
to take this opportunity to thank you for flying with
Japan Airlines in 2022, and from us all at the JAL
Group, we look forward to welcoming you on board
with us again in the new year.
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