hank you for flying with Japan Airlines.
As we enter March, the month
brings with it the much-anticipated
sakura, or cherry blossom. This year is
the first for some time when we can
expect to see many visitors from overseas coming to
view the sakura, a sight so typical of Japan. Although
I am not from abroad, I was born and raised in Hok-
kaido, and if 'm honest, the cherry blossom and han-
ami, or flower viewing, were not things I was particu-
larly familiar with. When I first came to Tokyo on the
day of my university entrance ceremony in April, I
somewhat unexpectedly came across the many cher-
ry blossom trees around the Imperial Palace. I'll nev-
er forget how amazing they looked and thinking to
myself, “so this is what sakura looks like!” And for
some reason, for the first time in my life, I truly felt
glad that I was Japanese. Who knows, maybe our
overseas passengers can also see the unique spirit of
Japan and the Japanese people within the beauty of
the cherry blossoms.

Incidentally, it seems that the arrival of the cherry
blossom in Tokyo is getting earlier due to the effects
of global warming. Whereas the sakura appeared at
around the time of school entrance ceremonies, it is
now closer to the date of graduation ceremonies held
in March. I think that this overlap with the cherry
blossom coinciding with such milestones in our lives
is also one of the reasons why cherry blossoms are so
special for us, so I truly hope that the flowering sea-
son does not shift forward any further.

Nonetheless, if we look at the country of Japan,
the cherry blossom season varies quite considerably
with the first flowers opening in Okinawa in late Jan-
uary to the last blossoms in Hokkaido in May. Be-
cause of this, we are able to see the cherry blossoms
in places up and down the country for a surprisingly
long time. Important, historical trees designated as
natural monuments for their beauty and longevity
are dotted all over the country from Akita and Iwate
in the north to Okinawa in the south. It is therefore
possible to follow the cherry blossom front as it pass-
es through the country, visiting the most well-known
cherry blossom spots for almost half a year. 'm sure
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that visitors from overseas will be able to enjoy the
sakura at some point on their travels to Japan.

At JAL we have named some of our airport loung-
es, the Sakura Lounge, where we welcome passen-
gers traveling from all over the world. Through the
network of the JAL Group, we will help share the
beauty and splendor of not only the sakura that blos-
soms all over the country, but also the wonders of
every region, so that more people from overseas and,
of course from Japan, can visit more places in this
beautiful country.

I look forward to welcoming you on board with us
again soon.
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