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President’s Welcome

Adventure Travel

hank you for flying with Japan Airlines.

The summer holiday season is fast

approaching here in Japan. During my

summer holidays as a high school stu-

dent, I would always go to a certain

cape on the Shakotan Peninsula in Hokkaido with my

friends. The point has now been selected as one of

the top 100 beaches in Japan, but when I used to go

there it was an unexplored area with no roads. I re-

member breaking through the long grass into the

cape and being greeted with the vast expanse of

bright blue Shakotan sea. To get to the beach we

would have to scale down a drop of about 100 me-

ters, after which we could set up our tent and start a

fire. Even in summer, Hokkaido is relatively cool so

coming out of the sea, warmth is what we needed.

And to prepare ourselves for the night ahead we
would always gather together a lot of firewood.

Our final destination was a small rocky island about
100 meters out in the sea. In the middle of this island
was a hole like a serene, natural pool. Its water was
clear as crystal. Diving in we would see the life unique
to the northern sea, such as fish, sea urchins, abalone,
and kelp animating the rock walls, giving us a sense
of thrill and exhilaration. It’s a place where there is
nothing but the sky, the sea and rocks, yet there is no
shortage of adventure. Each year, the last day would
come around so quickly, leaving us with plenty of
great stories to take home. Even now, when I talk
with my friends from those days over a drink, we of-
ten talk of going back to Shakotan. This friendship
and connection with Shakotan is still alive and well.

Nowadays, the label of adventure travel is widely
used around the world, so popular that there is even
an Adventure Travel World Summit, held in Hokkai-
do this fall. This type of travel allows visitors to ex-
perience firsthand the unique culture and natural
beauty of the destination to give a greater sense of
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physical and mental well-being. Some people may
hesitate when it comes to adventure, but for me it
seems that even the small things perceived in the
strange and wonderful can turn out to be priceless
treasures. Perhaps the blissful Shakotan camps I and
my friends went on were for us at the time, our finest
adventure travel.

This summer, we look forward to helping you
make your trip a most memorable one. I look for-
ward to welcoming you on board with us again soon.
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