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hank you for flying
with Japan Airlines.
In September, World

Athletics Championships
Tokyo 25 were fiercely contested. I felt a
renewed appreciation that only in sports
can we share our excitement with the entire
world. This month the National Sports Fes-
tival of Japan and the National Sports Festi-
val for Persons with Disabilities are held,
heralding the advent of the autumnal sports
season.

The etymology of the word “sports”
comes from Latin, deportare (to bring, con-
vey), which came to mean “pleasure, game,
enjoyment, relaxation.” All sports share a
common appeal that comes from giving us a
fun and healthy life.

Because many of us in JAL share this fas-
cination with sports, we are sponsoring the
JAL Athlete Academy. Eleven Athlete Em-
ployees (employees of JAL and active ath-
letes), including international track and
field stars like Kitaguchi Haruka (javelin
throw), Muratake Rachid (110 m hurdles),
and Uzawa Towa (sprint), are coaching chil-
dren in sports. This year, skiing in Sapporo
(June), fencing in Ube (August), and track
and field in Asahikawa and Amami Oshima
(October) are being offered—a rich com-
petitive line-up! In November, an event will
even be held in Bangkok.

Thanks to a warm welcome from com-
munities, the JAL Athlete Academy is now
in its fourth year. Children pay serious at-
tention to demonstrations and advice from
Athlete Employees. Their eyes light up with
excitement when they get hints on how to
improve. Parents and local residents watch-
ing them from the sidelines smile and

The Blessings of

Sports

shout encouragement. As a girl, I loved
playing catch and table tennis with my fa-
ther, and even when I was playing for fun, I
became fiercely competitive in games. Per-
sonally, I'm hoping for a chance to partici-
pate in this event to rekindle my childhood
enthusiasm.

Watching world-class athletes compete
gives us a sense of empathy and unity tran-
scending national borders. And participating
in familiar sports activities also has the pow-
er to connect people and make society more
colorful.

Regardless of age, the type of sporting
event, or skill level, JAL will continue to help
provide opportunities for athletes, specta-
tors, and supporters to make meaningful
connections across oceans and borders. And
with a strong sense of mission and responsi-
bility for safety in our hearts, we will contin-
ue to provide safe and secure air travel to all
our passengers.

We look forward to serving you on your
next flight.
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President and
Group CEO

TOTTORI
Mitsuko

Born in Kurume, Fukuoka in 1964. Joined JAL in April 1985 as a cabin
attendant. Appointed vice president of the Cabin Safety Promotion
Department in 2019, executive officer and senior vice president of the Cabin
Attendants Division in 2020, managing executive officer and senior vice
president of the Cabin Attendants Division in 2022, senior managing
executive officer and senior vice president of the Customer Experience Divi-
sion in 2023, and representative director, senior managing executive officer,
and group chief customer officer (CCO) in June 2023. Assumed her current
position in 2024. Loves listening to music and watching historical dramas.
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