United Nations Decade on Biodiversity

Living in Harmony with Nature

Wherever we live, we are all ultimately connected to the web of life that
covers the entire planet. It has fed us, clothed us and sheltered us for millennia.
For example, forests filter our water, prevent erosion and protect us from
flooding. Our soil is enriched and regulated by microorganisms and insects.

You can see life everywhere. You can see it also disappearing everywhere.
It took hundreds of millions of years to evolve, but life is disappearing at
unprecedented rate. It is vanishing in a few generations due to human activities.
Under the leadership of Japan, some 18,000 participants from around the world
gathered in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan last October to discuss this issue. They
adopted a historic global strategy with ambitious but realistic twenty targets
known as the” Aichi Biodiversity Targets” for the next decade. The vision of
the strategy to be achieved by 2050 is to live in harmony with Nature. In order
to engage the public and in particular youth and children in the battle to protect
life on earth , the United Nations General Assembly declared 2011-2020
as ”United Nations Decade on Biodiversity”.

The earthquake and tsunamis in Japan deprived people of too many things.
Yet it is also true that we cannot live without our mother nature. For instance,
coastal area in Tohoku has been very famous for fishery. So it is essential to put
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity on the agenda of rebuilding
plans through integrative approaches linking land and sea as we can see in the
plan for “Sanriku Fukko (recovery) National Park” unveiled by the Ministry of
the Environment.

I would like to recommend Marco to paint a picture not only to encourage

people in Tohoku but also to express their lifestyle in harmony with nature to
remind everyone of the importance of biodiversity.

Ahmed Djoghlaf
Executive Secretary of the
Convention on Biological Diversity
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